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Note from MTCHWA Membership Chair

Marlena Farnes

Hi everyone! I'm excited to be serving as the Membership Chair for the
Montana Community Health Worker Association. I'm looking forward to getting
to know more of you and helping strengthen our CHW network across the
state. Whether you're a CHW, CHR, or supporter, you're an important part of
this community and the work happening across Montana.

We are working on ways to better connect with members and create more
opportunities for involvement—whether that’s through committees, events, or
other initiatives. We’re also planning to share an updated membership survey
later this year to help guide our priorities and make sure we’re supporting you
in the ways that matter most. In the meantime, I'd love to hear from you—what

would you like to see from MTCHWA?

Email me at marlena.farnes@ifhcgf.org

Monthly MTCHWA meetings
Next meeting: Thursday, May 21st,
12-1pm ' -

: - ”» Community Health Worker
Statewide updates and networking opportunities! Monthly Meetings

This month will feature a discussion on CHW training,
core training needs and continued education needs! B 12 pm to1pm

Third Thursday of every month from

Register HERE: ZOOM

»+THANK YOU***

We had 80 responses to the CHW workforce survey. Results will be shared as soon
as they are ready.
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https://umontana.zoom.us/meeting/register/52hN83WbRvi8_DaKyBm5mQ#/registration

TRAINING + EDUCATION UPDATES

Cover Montana Webinar: Thursday, May 28th 11:00

Cover Montana offers a monthly webinar to discuss Medicaid. The May meeting has been
rescheduled to accommodate the DPHHS Medicaid webinar on Thursday, May 21st (see
more information below). Register for the webinar series and learn more about what is
going on with Montana Medicaid. The registration link can be found at the Cover Montana
website.

DPHHS Montana Medicaid webinar: Thursday May 21st,
10:30 am

DPHHS is hosting a third special webinar for healthcare providers. They are collecting
guestions in writing ahead of the webinar. If you want your questions answered, submit
them ahead of time as the webinar will likely have disabled the chat and Q&A functions.

You can find a link to register for the webinar on their website.

The webinar will go over Community Engagement (C.E, also known as work
requirements) requirements and upcoming timeline. The most up to date information on
DPHHS Medicaid changes is available on their website.

Special Olympics Sponsored Training for CHWs
The purpose of this training is to provide education and capacity-building for CHWs,
specifically working with individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

This is an in-person training. There is no training fee.
Date: Wednesday, June 17th, 2026
Time: 10 am - 4 pm - lunch will be provided by SOMT.
Location: TBA, Helena, MT

Register Today! Space is Limited!
Click HERE to Register.

Mileage reimbursement is available if needed. Contact Beth Ann Carter -
beth.carter@montana.edu for more information on travel assistance

For more information on the training, contact Special Olympics, Mallory Frank,
mfrank@SOMT.org

Bridging the Gap: CHWs and Oral Health

The National Academy for State Policy put on a webinar on the role that CHWs play in
addressing oral health. This webinar will highlight innovative partnerships, programs, and
approaches to collaborate with CHWSs to improve community oral health and discuss how

states can support these efforts through funding opportunities, community-based
partnerships, and training development. Participants will also engage with state officials

and leading subject matter experts in a Q&A panel. Go to NASHP's website to watch the
webinar.

CHW Supervisor Training

MT ORH/AHEC is offering a free training for CHW Supervisors by MPH Salud. With 40+
years of impact, MHP Salud is a leader in training public health professionals and
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implementing the Community Health Worker model nationwide.

Whether you are a CHW Supervisor or highly seasoned in your role, and you wish to gain
key strategies to build and strengthen teams, integral competencies and traits for success,
and communication must-haves for effective leadership, this is the training for you.

This training consists of 18 weeks of a mix of e-learning and instructor-led courses. The
instructor-led portion consists of 2-hour sessions (13 total) on Wednesdays, 10:30 am -
12:30 pm, starting the first week of June.

June Cohort Registration Link
September Cohort Registration Link

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY UPDATES

Rural Healthcare Transformation Program (RHTP)
DPHHS hosted a webinar on March 11th for potential vendors, i.e. organizations
interested in applying for funds through RHTP. You can find the recording on the DPHHS
RHTP website and the powerpoint on the_right hand side. Requests for proposals will be
located on the state emacs website and the opportunities will be posted on the DPHHS
website.

Two RFPs were released on March 31st, which will close on May 15th. One RFP is to
develop a Center of Excellence, and a second RFP is to support implementation of the
Center of Excellence (COE) recommendations. Per DPHHS, the COE will be 'the heart' of
the RHTP initiative, with three objectives related to: data driven strategy, long-term
sustainability, and performance incentives.

Asthma Home Visiting expansion RFP

The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services has released a Request
for Proposals (RFP) for the Asthma Home Visiting Program Expansion. This opportunity
supports implementation of the Montana Asthma Home Visiting Program (MAP), which
provides asthma education, environmental trigger reduction support, and home visiting
services for children and adults with uncontrolled asthma. Eligible applicants include
hospitals, healthcare systems, county and tribal health departments, and community
integrated health programs located in counties without an existing active MAP site. To
implement the program, organizations may utilize RNs, LPNs, RTs, CHWSs, and EMS
professionals as home visitors

Additional information, eligibility requirements, and proposal materials are available on the
Montana eMACS procurement website:
Montana eMACS Procurement Website

RHTP Networking Opportunity

The Department of Public Health and Human Services is now offering a networking
opportunity for vendors to explore potential partnerships before submitting their responses
to the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) solicitations. We are developing a
shared directory to aid communication among potential collaborators. If your organization
is interested in connecting with others who may wish to participatein RHTP initiatives,
please complete the Contact Information for Vendors and Subcontractors formto be
included in the directory.

The information that is collected will be shared on the DPHHS RHTP website.
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Montana Healthcare Foundation Rural Grants

Montana Healthcare Foundation (MHCF) is offering small grants to rural communities, up
to $10,000 for a 12 month period. Grants are accepted on a rolling basis, but the first
round of funding will be determined by June 15th. For more details on eligibility,
requirements and timeline, visit MHCF's website.

Montana Public Health Institute Grants

The Montana Public Health Institute (MPHI) offers quarterly grants to public health
agencies to support community health. The grants are in the amount of $1500 and
$10,000. Go to MPHI's website for more information.

POLICY UPDATES

Medicaid work requirements, known as 'CE' Community
Engagement requirements in Montana to start July 1st

Montana DPHHS has chosen to implement CE requirements 6 months ahead of the
federal requirements (initiated by the Big Beautiful Bill). The CE requirements will start on
July 1st. Adults on Medicaid may receive a notice from DPHHS about this later this month.
The most up to date information will be on the DPHHS 'Medicaid changes' website, which

includes a_ FAQ.

What are the work requirements? Medicaid enrollees aged 19-64 who are covered by
Medicaid expansion or a 1115 demonstration waiver will have to demonstrate must
engage in education, employment, training, or community service to maintain enrollment
unless they meet an exclusion criteria, which many may be eligible for.

DPHHS recently proposed administrative rules defining compliance and
exemptions for these new requirements. Catalyst Montana is encouraging Montanan's
to submit a public comment regarding the rules. Public comments can be submitted via
email, and they can point out concerns, questions, and state what you want to see
happen.

Comment Deadline: May 22 at 5:00 PM
Send comments to:_hhsadminrules@mt.gov
Subject Line: HELP Program Rules Package
To help ensure your comment becomes part of the public record, please also cc:
milly.allen@legmt.gov and request that your comment be forwarded to the Children,
Families, Health and Human Services Interim Committee.

How other states are using RHTP to further CHWs

The National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) reviewed all 50 states RHTP
applications and identified 32 states with CHW related initiatives. While Montana did not
include CHWs in their proposals, this review of other states CHW RHTP initiatives can
serve as guidance and inspiration for opportunities when they arise. You can read more
about other states propose to support this workforce thorugh Medicaid reimbursement,
integration into local care delivery HUB programs, workforce development and chronic
disease management on NASHP's website.

Certified Family Peer Support Specialist Certification
application is nhow open
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The application to become a Certified Family Peer Support Specialist through the
Department of Labor and Industry (DLI) is now open! Individuals must qualify as a Family
Peer Support Specialist and have taken a Board of Behavioral Health Approved Training.
You can find the application and more information available through DLI's website for the
Board of Behavioral Health.

COMMUNITY HEALTH NEWS + EVENTS

Family First Fridays

Do you know about Family First Wednesdays? This is a monthly webinar for
family peers and families raising children with special health needs. You can
sign up for the webinar on their website at www.familypeersforhope.org.

Perinatal MH Conference :
June 23-24th, Billings MT 9TH ANNUAL ﬁ‘"

Registration is open through June 16th.
This fully in-person conference connects professionals,
advocates, and experts to explore perinatal mental health,
its impact on families, and practical strategies to promote
well-being. Strengthen your skills, your network, and your
community. Go to Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies EEdE
website for registration and more information.

RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS

Resource Guide for working with Kinship/Grandfamily

Guardians

Kin caregivers, also called grandfamily caregivers, are grandparents, other relatives, or
close family friends raising children as a result of parental death, substance use, military
deployment, incarceration, or other issues. The families they form are interchangeably
known as kinship families, grandfamilies, and kinship/grandfamilies.

A national caregiving support organization has put together different resources to help
providers support these families, who may have different legal, cultural, and resource
needs than parent caregivers. You can find these resources on the Support Caregiving
website: Kinship/Grandfamily Providers - Family Caregiving

Montana Legal Services Association
For over fifty years, the Montana Legal Services Association has helped ensure fairness
for all in Montana'’s justice system by providing civil, non-criminal legal services to low
income Montanans living in all 56 Montana counties and on all Tribal Reservations.

They currently provide a range of free services and are working on developing trainings
for community justice workers. They have a help-line and an online application, as well as
resources available.

Berry Medicine: Native Birthwork Initiatives

Berry Medicine officially launched on March 31st, 2026. Their mission is to strengthen the
health and wellbeing of Native families by restoring Indigenous cultural practices related to
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pregnancy, birth, lactation and parenting. Want to know more about the birth of Berry

Medicine? Visit the Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies blog for the details and visit their

website, berrymedicine.org, for more information on this new organization in Montana!
Berry Medicine Native BirthWork Initiatives

Montana CHW Toolkit for Public Health and Community
Based Organizations

Healthy By Design and Montana Public Health Institute, in partnership with University of
Montana Center for Children, Families and Workforce Development, developed a
community health worker (CHW) employer toolkit to help educate others in the state about
CHW roles, value, and impact in public health and community-based organizations. If you
are interested in learning how to begin or continue to support a CHW program in your
organization, check out the toolkit and more resources at the Montana Public Health
Institute's website.

CHW JOBS

Have a CHW job to post? Complete this survey LINK

Looking for a job? Keep these job boards in mind:
Montana Public Health Jobs Board
Montana Non-Profit Jobs Board

Want to include a story on your CHW program in the newsletter? Have any feedback
on the newsletter? Want to share a resource? Email
Mackenzie.Petersen@mso.umt.edu

Interested in following national CHW issues and news? Connect with the National
Association of CHWS. You can join their connected communities online platform
and get their monthly newsletter.

The Indian Health Service Community Health Representative (CHR) Program also
offers a listserv to say in the know.

Become a MTCHWA Member | Click Montana Community Health Worker
Here: Website Association | Website

Did you enjoy this email?

Montana Office of Rural Health and Area Health Education Center | PO Box 170520 | Bozeman, MT
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